Scrange and Tertible 


News from 


)y: A True Relation of a Moſt Wonderful = 


TEMPESL 
Lightmng 


On gong 1 $th, of this Inſtant Jan, 1678. 


Whereby the Main-Maſt of a Ship, Riding at An- 
chor off of Cows was ſplit from che cop to the 
bottom: Fourteen Men upon the Upper Deck, 
and Three berween Decks ſtruck,and Five of them 

| left for De2d, their Eyes and Tech being Im- 

moveable, and their Bcdies ftincking fo of Sul- 

pher, that none coyld.endure the imell, 


Wich ſeveral other Lamentable Paſſages Communi- 
cared ina Letter from a Gentleman on Boar d, 


to a Friend in ( heap-ſide. 
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With Allowance, Ro. L'Eftrange. 
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Printed by 4. ÞP. and T. F for John Clarke, at the Bible 
and Harp, in Weſt-ſmich-field, 3678, © 


and Thunder, 
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Strange and Terrible | 
Nevvs from Sea. &c. 


: T Is generally known what exceeding rough and 
| tempe5tuous Weather we harve had of late ; and 
J preſume few parts of England have eſcaped the 
Notice. I'wiſh all may have avoided the harms of that 
prodigious Storm that happened on Fryday the 1 8th, 
inſtant, about three a clook in the mo-ning : at Lon- 
don it was very ſurprifing and dreadful, coming with 
ſo ſudden and impetuous a violence like & Hurriance, 
that it generally affrighted people, making many leap aut 
of their Beds in aſtoniſhment, as if Dooms- day had been 
at hand, to inform themſelves better of this unexpefted 
occaſion of terror ; it being follywved with ſuch an exceſ- 
ſive Volly of Hail, that the like has hardly been known 
in our Age ; and ſnag Watch-men have aſſur d 
me, That divers of the Hail-ſtones at their firſt deſcent 


were very little mnferiowr to Pidgeons (nay, ſome ſay - 


Pullets)Eggs in Magnitude ; The Thunder and Light- 
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ning that proceeded , was very conſiderable here , but 
nothing ſo extrabrdinary as in parts remote, and eſpeci- 
ally at Sea, of it's ſtrange and lamentable effefts there ; 
we have one very remarkable inſtance , faithfully Com- 
wmuwucated from a Gentleman on Board, as follows... 


-. 


N Tueſday laſt we fail'd ro Cows, the 
() wind coming upat Weſt, we caft An- 
choy there, inteading to take the op- 
portunity ofthe firft fair wind, bur it continued 
not only contrary, bur alſo extream high bluſter- 
Ing and outragious, and on T hw-/day a prodigious 
mincure of ſo much Rain, Hail, Wind, Thunder, 
and Lightning , as if the Element had been In- 
volved in civil Wars,and Factions Meteeys had took 
a ſolemn leaguero depoſcthe Stn, and huddle 
the World into it's primitive Chaos of Darkneſs, 
Confuſion and Horror : bur this: was ſtill bur a 
ſuitable Prologuero a more diſmal tragedy ; for 
behold ! about three a clock on Fryday morning; 
he verytime of the-mighty ſtorm at London) there 
brake a Clap of thunder ſo dreadful into our Ship; 
that weall Imagin'd one of our Guns had caſuall 
took fire, and went off, but were ſoon taken off 


from 
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fromthat Imaginarion , when wEperceived th.- 
hideous flaſhes of lightning which acccompanied 
ic: ſo dreadfully as itall the Planersdelcending 
from their Orbs had wich United -fires ſer "the 
Hemiſphere into a general andcontinued Blaze; 
Nor wasthe terror ofthefightall che effectic had 
upon us,but in a moment it {plix our: main maſt, 
as eaſily as you would peal a ruſh, fromxhe ver 
roptothe bottom in che Hold-: Nor did other 
rarts of our tackle [peed much better:for our main 
top-malt was ſhivered into {mall peices, and the 
pendent-at the Mair-top-maſt-aead- burned-to 
Aſhes, but what was ſtill more lad: it beat down 
by its violent imperuolity Fourteen men uponthe 
deck, and had like to-have. hm} 1everal intothe 
Sea, nay it caſt doyvn three-thatwvere bervveen 
the Decks : for its force was ſo'great, and with 
all irs operation(o ſubtile;beingjas it were a Spi- 
rituous body that nothing could withſtand ir. 

On theſe poor men that hadthe ill fortune to 
be hurt by it: Five of them for a conſiderable 
time after were taken for.dead, having \no Simp- 
romes of life left : for there was not theleaſt 
Perception of Breath or Pulſe, and both thei 
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"Eyes and Teeth were Immovable, and yer had 


no vilible wound , bruiſe , or hurt abour them, 
but Rtunck ſo extreamly of Sulpher(or Brimftone) 
that we could hardly endureto go near them. - In 
this; deſperate condition they continued half an 
hour or thereabouts : Bur ar laſt by rubbing 
them, forling open their mouth, and pouring 
down {pirits and other reſtoritive Cordials , we 
recover'd them to ſome operations of Yirality, & 
do hopeto preſerve all their lives, butthey are fo 
ſtrangely Crazed in their ſenſes that *is feared 
they will ſcarce ever enjoy the exercile of their 
reaſon and underſtandings ſo fully as formerly, 
Belidescheſe,chere are 6 more that are miſera- 


bly burn'dthrough their cloachs, 7 mean their fleſh 


{cerclvd, and yer their garments not conſumed, 
nor {o much asſing*das'far as we can perceive ; 
their Skin is much diſcoloured , and looks as ir 
were burnttoa*Coal,'bur the doftor does not 


doubt tocure them perfedtly. By reaſon of this 


difafterous Accident, we are forc'd to returnto 
Portſmonth for reparation, &c. Dated Jan. 20%: 
1677. | 

By this moſt certain and plain Relation, we 
may 


(5) 
may perceive the wonderful ſtrange force of 


Lightning , how ſtrong it is, and how penetrat- 
ing, how ludden inits Approach, how terrible 
in its Execution. Philoſophers have trear- 
ed largely both of the Generation of thunder and 
lightning , as alſo of their diſmal effects : Bur 
methinks none has deſcribed it with a more hap- 
py mixture of Judgement and Fancy , thanthe 
Noble Du Bartas, whole words with lome {mall 
variation I thall preſume here to repeat. 

= ------ Fark | Hark ! methinks 

The Worlds wall ſhakes, the Earths foundation ſhrinks 
And ſure the Furies m black Exebus, 

Tranſport their Hell berween the Heaven and ns : 
Thunder ! what's that * they fay a vapour moiſt, 

Which both from freſh and from ſalt water's hoiſt * 

In the ſame inſtant with Fot Exhalations, 

hn the aiery Regions ſecondary Stations ; 

Where fiery Fumes beſieg'd with the Crowd, 

And keen-cold thickneſs of that dampifhcloud ; - 
Strengthen their ſtrength, and with redeubled Vollies, 
Of joyned heat an the cold Leagner allies : 

And without reſting, loud it groans and grumbles, 

And rouls,and roars,and round,round,yound.it rumbles : 


Till 
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{ill having rent the lower ſide aſunder, 

Vith ſulph'ry flaſh it does go off in thunder. 
[his Lightning of a purer Fume is fram'd, 

[ brough'ts own hot-dryneſs evermare inflam'®,; 
-Vhoſe power paſt credit, without rafing skin, 
(an bruiſe to powder all our bones Within ; 

Can melt the Gold that greedy Miſers hoard, 
In cloſebarr'd (offers, and not burn the Board, 
Can melt the Blade, aud never ſinge the ſheath, 
Can ſeorch an Infant in the Womb to Death. 
And ne-ver Blemiſh mn one ſort or other, 
Fleſh, Bone, or Sinew of th amazed Mother : 
Conſume the ſhooes, and ne-ver hurt the feet, 
Empty a Cask, and yet not periſh it, &c. 

Theſe properties we have in part ſeen verifi- 
ed in this Narrative : May all people lead their 
livesin ſobriety and godlinels, Working out their 
Salvation with fear and trembling;that guarded with 
faith and a good conlcience , they: may either a- 
void, or with a Chriſtian Retolution meet all 
ſuch \udden calamities. Certainly he that ſeri- 
oully conſiders the Majeſty and Power ot our 
Creator Manifeſted in the amazing Voice of 
thunder can never be an Atheiſt: thoſe that would 
know more of the nature of Lightning , letthem 
r cad Fall eof Meteors, __._ Finis. _ 
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